Workers assemble computers at the newly opened Mecer East Africa Limited workshop in Parklands.
The assembly plant was set up at acost of $2.5 million (Seestoryon page 8).
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E-learning stakeholders shift
- focus to capacity build
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By Sammy Mwangi
ith the ongoing
efforts of having
e-learning
incorporated in the
Kenyan curriculum firmly on course
through the provision of hardware
and development of content, focus
is now shifting to capacity building
for the stakeholders involved in the
implementation of e-learning.

Intel Corporation, Mustek East
Africaand the Ministry of Education
have come together to organize
capacity building workshops for
content and software developers
in the private sector to bring them
in line with the development in the
implementation of e-leaming.

Deputy  Director  Kenya
Institute of Education (KIE) John
Kimotho believes that equipping
all stakeholders in e-learning with
the relevant skills is the best way of
ensuring effective and successful
implementation.

“The effective use of ICT can
more fully engage students, enable
dynamic curricula, and provide the
freedom to soar beyond textbooks
and classroom walls. It can
ignite student learning, improve
educational outcomes and equip
children for the future to compete

successfully in the knowledge
economy.”

Speaking exclusively to The
Sunday Express, Intel Corporation
Country Manager Omar Bajaber,
a key parner in the successful
implementation of e-learning in
Kenya, says that even with Intel’s
holistic blend of technology,
programs, and resources helping
advance learning for all levels
of students in order to improve
educational outcomes, and prepare
the next generation to succeed in
the knowledge economy, there
needs to be a conducive educational
environment for both the student
and the teacher.

Presenting 25 Intel Classmate
PC’s to KIE for installation at the
National Curriculum Innovation
Centre, Intel Corporation
Communications Manager Suraj
Shah says the program uses
technology to create a one-on-one
relationship, not just between the
student and a dedicated computer,
but between the student and a broad
set of learning resources.

The National Curriculum
Innovation Centre is one of
the numerous Student Teacher

ABOVE:Head of Corporate Intel
Corporation Suraj Shah with KIE
Deputy Director of education John
Kimaotho. (inset) Riana Keyser GEO
Mustek EA and Albert Kigada
hannel Sales Manager at Mustek
East Africa during the workshop
held in Nairobi Kenya focusing on
e-learning
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Innovation Centres (STIC) set
up in collaboration with Intel
globally, geared towards fostering

innovation within the student and

teacher community.

According to Bajaber, this
is part of the Accelerated 21st
Century Education program (ACE)
programme which aims at creating
“one-on-onee-learning”classrooms
in 60 focus schools across Kenya,
“One-on-one e-leaming is a model
in which every student has access
to a computer; helps foster an
environment where young people
can develop skills such as problem
solving and critical thinking,” adds
Bajaber. According to UNESCO's
estimates, only 5 per cent of the
world’s 1 billion primary and
secondary school children currently
have access to PCs. In Kenya, it is
only less than 10 per cent of the
schools that are using computers
with most of these only using them
to teach basic computer skills and
not as a learning tool.

The Intel Country Manager

| says, “We find that most of these

schools are using them in Iaboratory
environments: where  each class

of approximately 40 students or
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Manager at Mustek East Africa
says the organization has received
massive response from  the

-Kenyan education scene urging

the govemnment to embrace this
technology as it will increase
computer knowledge in schools
thus developing a computer literate
society as well as cut down on costs
since parents will not

be required to buy books.

The Intel Classmate PC coming
in the Convertible and Clamshell
brands provides a premium suite of
1:1 e-leamning soft application
such as classroom collaboration,
access management, child-friendly
desktop and a robust webcam, Intel
Classmate PC allows students to
collaborate, exchange information
and review learning materials, and

also allowing teachers
supplement and extend their
classes, providing features to help
control students during class.

Classroom collaboration
allows the student interact with
the teacher and his/her colleagues.
Students receive commands from
the teacher’s computer, which is
connected to all the classroom
computers via ‘wireless network,
and also send some commands to
the teacher’s computer.

Teachers, students and
administrators can also enjoy fast
and reliable internet connections
thanks to 802.11b/g/n WiFi and an
expansion slot for 3G connectivity.
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